Hebrews 11:3 - Is Faith In Crisis - 10-08-1972 



TRIHITT CKiEGj: -THE DHIESD CHUHCH OF CHRIST 

Ralph C. Link, Tastor 
Christ Church, Buneannon 9:00 A.H. 

Trinity Churoii, New Bloorifield 10:30 A.M. 



IK! ORDER OF WORSHIP 



October 8, 1972 



The Or, Jan Prelude 

•The Hynn of Praise 8 

*The Call to Worship 

•The Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Loving Father, who lives conpletely of 
his love to us, forgive our selfishness, 
ije aren't intentionally indifferent to 
others, it's just that we're so caught up 
in our own lives, our jobs, our families, 
we look at the world around us fron deep in 
our own little worlds. We do care, tut we 
don't take the time or the trouble to re- 
spond in love to the needs around us* 
Strengthen us to assune the burden of caring. 
Enrich our lives so wo can know the joy of 
others. Forgive our short-sightedness so we 
can try a^ain. Through your Son. Anon. 
"The Kyrie 

"The Assurance of Pardon 
The -Scripture Hebrews 11:1 - 16 
"The Cloria Patri 
•The Apostles Creed Pago 6 
The Pastoral Prayer 
The Announc events 

The Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
"The Doxology 

•The Offering Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
The Reception of New Member (Trinity) 
The Hynn of Hesitation J14 

The Sernon "Is faith In Crisis?" 
The Bornon Prayer 

•The Hynn of Response 221 

•The Benediction 
•The Threefold AHen 
•The Postlude 



GENERAL ANNOUNCE E3JT3 

Bible study will be hold on Wednesday eve- 
nine at 7; 30 P.M. in Mew Bloomfield. 

If there are any boys or girls 12 years of 
ane or older who would like to be in the 
Confirmation Class, please contact the 
Pastor. 

CHRIST CHUHCH AHKOUNCZHENTS 

Bu tiissionary Circle will Beet Tuesday 
evening October 11 at the hOEe of Bessie 
Barrick. 

The Heidolberc Wen's Class will ueot on 
Tuesday evenin-3 at 7= JO hero at the church. 

TRINITY CHURCH AfflOUTTCZrlENTS 

We extend a very warn welcono to Mr. LeRoy 
Everett who joins our fellowship ^letter 
of transfer, as he assunes nenbership in 
our church, wo pray God's blessings upon 
hiii. 









Hen. 

'Is Faith In Crisis?" 



Text: Hebrews 11:3 "By faith we understand that the world was created 
"by the word of God, so that what is seen was made out of things which 
do not appear, " 

(Illustration of brain damgged child and faith.) 

Jesus once said, IjQut of the mouths of babes, thou has brought perfect 
praise." Here indedd is strong faith as exhibited in the very simple 
life of a brain damaged child. 

H.L. Mencken once said, "Faith may be defined briefly as the 
illogical belief in the occurrence of the improbable." "Faith?" 
Jeers Hark Twain, "That's the calm assurance shown by a Christian when 
he has four aces in his hand." "Faith," answers the proverbial schoolboy, 
"Faith is believing what you know aint so." 

A minister of a Lutheran church tells of a couple who attended 
his church, and the wife wanted to join the congregation, but her 
husband would not, because he said, "I cannot accept anything without 
scientific proof." This minster pminted out to him that with church 
membership, you commit yourself on the same kind of proof that is used 
in science. This proof is not always a tangible thing or a sure fire 
thing you can see or feel, but it is based on ax high probability. 
Several years ago this kind of questioning was called the Faith CrisiB. 
As in many areas I am probably several years behind in my schedule. 
Host preachers several years age were preaching about this "Faith 
Crisis" while I was not. I believed at the time that a few more years 
would be required to see what the final outcome would be. 

Incidentally I attended a week session on this Faith Crisis 
back in 1968 or 69 at Lancaster Seminary, and one of the professors 
and his wife taught this class. The sodrioaE whole emphasis of this 
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class was that If you could not prove something conclusively with 
physical evidence it never happened. Only things that can be proven 
can be accepted. So carrying this argument to its proper conclusion 
we must discredit most of what has happened in the Old Testament and 
all of the Hew Testament. Je cannot go to a certain spot and show 
the Garden of ^den, so it never happened. We cannot produce the Ark 
so the story of Noah and the flood is not trae. 

We cannot prove the parting of the ?.ed Sea, so that story 
is unbelievable, and so on for all of the Old Testament, When we turn 
to the Hew Testament we must say the same thing. We cannot prove the 
mmrasrles of Jesus and so they are untrue. We cannot prove that he did 
all that was written of Him so the story cannot be believed. Hven his 
resurrection cannot be proved and so it is untrue. 

Now this is a good example of the thinking of a certain 
portion of people from a few years ago. But this thinking has spread 
and today we have many more of these people in the Christian church 
than were present a few years ago. Our trip to England and to Scotland 
was made for the purpose of seeing the church in another setting. It 
turned out to be a real eye opener in many respects. There are two 
glaring things we learned about the dhurches there. 

First we learned that in the church of Scotland and in 
the church of Eaglstad there is declining membership. I should point out 
that the church of Scotland is basically the Presbyterian church. The 
church of Eaglaadl is the Anglican church or the National church. 3oth 
of these bodies at the present time do not include in their membership 
what is known as the free Churches. The free churches are made up odt 
the Congregationalists, the Baptisits, the Kethodists, the Pentecostals 
and other groups. The free churches for the most part are not declining 
as rapidly as the National churches and perhaps for good reason. But 
that is quite another story. : .%at is taking place in the National 
church is that approximately only 2 to 5% of the population is attending 
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church. Most of those attending are women, the men leave religion up to 
the women. In surveys made of the man and woman on the street, of all 
those questioned, approximately 10% stated a belief in God hut a dis- 
belief in the church as being worthwhile. S. k± armed with these 
statistice the churches are saying, "We may have empty P ews, but so do 
all of the churches. And just because our membership is dec ling we must 
point to those who attend and say that they are the real Christians, and 
the unbelievers have been swept out of the church. And since 10* of the 
population outside of the church professes a belief in God, out church 
is alive outside of its buildins and cathedrals and there is no real 

need for concern." 

So with this, most clergymen we met had a sort of lack-a- 
daisical attitude toward the church and are not taking measures to im- 
prove their membership or increase it in any way. In fact several of 
them expressed a belief that the church must now sit back and wait for 
another John Wesley or John Knox to come and lead the people back to 

religion. 

The second glaring problem in the churches of the two 
countries involves the clergy. In many instances due to lack of members 
the churches cannot afford to pay inn? livable wages. This has necess- 
itated the ministers becoming involved in outside occupations to sup- 
plement their income. In most instances the work they are invoiced in 
is in the area of Social work. For many clergymen this is working in 
hospitals or institutions. One man in particular Gordon Harris is workin, 
as a clinical psychologist in a mental institution, and he made the 
remark that the church merely supplies him with bread for his family. 
He also stated that he looks forward to Sunday morning since it affords 
him the opportunity to speak to a group of people for 20 minutes without 
being interrupted. The church is merely a means to an end and the end 
is his getting a degree and having no need of the church. 

A remark he made to our entire group which really shocked all 
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us was, "that God does not nor cannot speak or work through an individual. " 
"God can only operate through a group and never through one person. " 

Now this should give you some idea of what the Faith Crisis 
is. It is a crisis that is growing in our nation just as well as in 
England and Scotland. It is a crisis that is brought about by men 
seeking to solve problems Sqc through man and either leaving God out of 
it altogether or forgetting Him. 

Just a very few minutes ago what did we do in this church? 
We pcofessed our faith. We said we believe in God the Father Almighty, 
We said we believed in Jesus Christ His Son. We said we believed in 
His life, death, resurrection. We said we believed in God's church, 
in forgiveness of sins, in the resurrection of the body, and in life 
everlasting. In all of this we stated that we have faith in all of these 
things of God. 

What (will we, or did we) ask of Mr. Everett? We tasked him 
i£ he accepted Christ and was willing to work in His church. This was 
a profession of faith. This is what each member must be required to 
do. V/hen we cease to have faith then I believe we are really going to 
see the Christian church go downhill in this nation as well. And the 
churches of Sngland are predicting that we will be in the same shape 
they are in within 25 years. 

Perhaps you have heard the story of the atheistic physics 
professor who wrote on the board, "God is TTowhere." The class took 
a break before completing its session and during the break one of the 
students went to the board and rearranged the letters of the word nowhere, 
HgjaonrtrTrrcraifau^awat.fchirfcigtx^xgfeHAxga: and writing the quotation under the 
first one the students read upon their return, "God is now here." 
This the church must always profess, that God is Here. When it begins 
to doubt this or to trust only in the things that can be see/) and touched 
and felt, then our churches are on the decline. 

We should be able to see God in all things and to know that 
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he is what makes all of our religion and devotion, possible. If God were 
like man, and had more of Hans qualities, we would probably see signs 
all around us of this. The trees/ would have little tags on them saying, 
"This tree belongs to Sod and is given fcy lim. " The sunset would have 
a caption under it, "Smtx Beauty and Colors contributed by God." But God 
is not confined to just some creation, He is all of it. W ^ £ fi*#ifT 
little boy living near Gape Kennedy was concerned because 
of all the missile lamnchings and moon shots, and so he told his mother 
before he said his prayers one night, "Gee, I hope they don't kill God." 
Well contrary to the little boys belief, we cannot kill God with our 
technological programs in space, but we sure can kill Him in our lives 
and in our churches when we cease to have faith. As we move along in 
our vastly sophisticated society, you and I are being called upon daily 
to witness to our faith. 

We can do this by our love and concern for our fellow man. 
We can do this by trying to show others that life is worth living and 
that life is more than just the grabbing and acquiring of material wealth, 
We can do this by trying to seek strength for our daily lives, by being 
better church members. 

But we can also be responsible for causing the faith crisis 
by a cynical attitude toward the Bible and what God has done for mankind. 
We can bring about the downfall of faith by a distrust of life in general. 
The future of the church lies with you and me. We can try to make faith 
so complex that no one can understand it and it becomes an abstract thing 
that once existed in the hearts and lives of church people. But we 
can also make it something alive, and young and beautiful, and wonderful 
in this dhurch and in our lives. 

Faith can be many things, but basically it is a simple 
belief in God and what God can do. Perhaps this is best illustrated 
with a little story of almost childlike faith, that really happened to a 
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a Christian in a strange city. 

(Illustration of man and bein.3 short money for train) 

Simple? Yes, but isn't it beutiful to hear of such, faith? 
It is faith ±± such as this that can lead us to a complete trust in the 
unknown that lies before each of us, and it can lead us to say, 

"My faith looks up to Thee, Thou Lamb of Calvary, Saviour Divine: 
Now hear me while I pray, Take all my guilt away, And let me from 
this day be wholly Thinw! 

'./hen ends life's transient dream, '/hen death's cold sullen stream 

shall o'er me roll, 
Blest Saviour then in love, Sear and distrust remove; 
bear me safe above, a ransomed soul." 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his 1 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



